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Hence the riddle which confronts the wisdom of the world.
What is goodness?   How can real goodness be distinguished
from seeming goodness?  A well-disposed contemplative ma&
such as the Duke needs confirmation of his trust that things
are not as bad as they appear.  He devises circumstances with
the declared object of discovering what our seemers really are.
He rigs the plot; it is a leaven'd and a prepared choice.   Ex-
plicitly, it is a trial of Angelo's virtue, a deliberate test of his
metal* But when this is woven into the dilemmas which con-
stitute a dramatic story, it becomes an experiment in measuring
the effective goodness of all the characters involved in the
course of the stoty. The incidents run on and each in succession
is the outcome of energies contributed by the will or the
judgment of the various people involved in it. In so far as this
outcome is palpably for good or for evil, to what energies, and
to energies exerted on what sorts of impulse, is it to be set
down?   The issue of the action is artistically the visible or
dramatic answer. And every episode which is part of the plot
of Measure for Measure appears to be even more plainly than in
most of Shakespeare's plays an experimental demonstration of
the results proceeding from the operation of given forces. The
play is literally an assay of virtue, to practise the author's and
the audience's judgment in the matter of the disposition of
natures, of the effective worth, that is, of its chosen types of
human beings. Each person in the play is seen in the light of his
contribution to the sum-total of human welfare: and though
many of the people involved add but little, they are neverthe-
less accessories in a comprehensive judgment which, of course,
bases itself primarily on the attainments in this particular of
such major characters in the story as Angelo, Isabella, and the
Duke.

Angelo plays the villain's part. But he is not primarily
shaped for evil-doing. He does not seek villainy; it overtakes
and conquers him. He has earned amongst those who know
him a high repute for a specific kind of virtue. The Duke
chooses him as deputy: he never bints even a suspicion that